
Coaches and spouses,       October 16, 2009 

 

 Greetings, SAINTS of God! 

 I’m thrilled, enthusiastic, yes, and excited about how God is using our Coaches’ Fellowship study book 
by Rod Olson, Coaching for Jesus

 My soul (as my old pastor used to say), the Holy Spirit is working His ministry as we take time to deal 
with the real issues of life.  For those who DON’T HAVE THE BOOKLET, call me and we’ll get you one.  Here’s 
a foundational question from the first lesson titled “What’s in Your Box?” 

, Legacy Builders Series. 

 What is the #1 central motivating factor in your life?  Bob Buford shares that, from this (answer), all 
secondary

 We are NOT blowing through this lesson because it provides tremendous opportunities to deal with 
TRUTH.  Where are we … REALLY?  This reveals the true CORE VALUES we live by.  NO, it doesn’t mean 
we’ve arrived.  We are in process.  Honest answers we’ve shared in our meetings have been pride, success, 
people-pleasing, fear, loss of status, unbelief, etc. 

 loyalties derive their meaning or place of importance in your life.  This ONE loyalty will be the 
FOUNDATION of your life and it will affect ALL other areas of your life – good and bad! 

 Matthew 6:24:  No one (and that means NONE of us) can serve two masters; for either he’ll hate the 
one and love the other, or else he’ll be LOYAL to the one and despise the other.  YOU (and I) CANNOT serve 
God and mammon (riches). 

 What do you want to be rich in today?  Wins?  Money?  Status?  Or the eternal things, souls going to 
heaven, kids being encouraged and built up, fellow coaches being exhorted to raise the bar in their personal, 
family, and professional lives? 

 Don’t forget the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.  II 
Corinthians 4:18 

 Warren Wiersbe said, “There are NO TRIVIAL things in the Christian life.” 

 I pray that you will NOT have a good day (as we say to one another), but rather you will MAKE it a 
great day! 

 Are you seeing the unseen? 

 Join us for proactive discussions and life-changing help and accountability. 

Onward and upward, 

 

Nelson 

 

P.S.  I’d appreciate your prayers for a couple of family situations I’m dealing with. 

  



  

 

PRAISE AND PRAYER, October 16, 2009 

 

 PRAISES PLEASE, PRAY FOR: 
OUT OF AREA   
Paul Shedd Thank You for guiding our steps as we are 

settling into our new home and into the 
Charlotte Eagles office. 

 - Us as we look to minister in inner city 
Charlotte, North Carolina. 

John Coulombe  Procedure and doctor decisions for myself.  
Pray I will be victorious in the mental and 
physical battles I am facing. 

Lee Wheeler  God to bring His purpose and clarity through 
my financial and legal challenges. 

LONG BEACH   
Herm Colvin  - God allows prayers to be lifted up 

openly at Long Beach Poly, especially 
sports, clubs, etc. 

 - Players openly seek prayer in the locker 
rooms. 

 - The students to lead our FCA Club at Long 
Beach Poly. 

 - Me to be a stand-up Christian with our 
freshman football team at Long Beach Poly. 

 - Prayers to continue spreading in the 
schools. 

Greg Pappas  - Family and friends 

 - Coaches 

 - My Aunt Lorraine, who is having heart 
surgery. 

 - Dave Radford’s safe return home from 
Kentucky. 

 - Nelson Cook. 

 - Bobby Myer’s recovery from shingles and 
back surgery. 

Steve La Rusch  - For the Hope University volleyball 
coaching position 

 - Family is healthy, happy, and starting to 
come closer to Christ. 

 - Hope Women’s’ Volleyball is starting to 
come together as a team.  They are 
having fun and are working hard. 

 - The Hope Girls’ Volleyball team to get back 
to loving the game and playing for the 
enjoyment. 

 - My niece, Kalyn, who is going through hard 
times. 

Mark Brown Continued employment after a rough 
summer 

Our brothers in American Samoa, who are 
dealing with the aftermath of the earthquake 
and tsunami. 

Kirk Diego Praise Him for the challenges He has 
placed in our path. 

 - SALVATION FOR MY BROTHERS. 

 - Coaches to coach and model Christian 
integrity. 



 - Healing for players. 

 - Growth and strength for Millikan FCA. 
CAL STATE FULLERTON   
Clay Sherman God continues to help me focus on my 

family and to make church and family life 
priorities. 

 - My wife’s mother, who is in intensive care 
with a variety of health issues. 

 - My children to continue to find the joy and 
love of Jesus in their lives. 

John Elders   - SALVATION FOR MY TWO BROTHERS, 
SCOTT AND DAVID. 

 - Gus & Suzy Hermes and their three 
children, Brenna, Kalena, and Noelle.  All 
three children have serious medical issues. 

 - Open doors to share with my athletes. 
Lee Brown  - For debt relief 

 - For comfort from the loss of my son 

 - My father, Ned, who has Alzheimer’s. 

 - My wife, Theresa, who is dealing with the 
loss of our son. 

Dan Hicks Colossians 1:17:  Jesus holds all things 
together. 

 - Survival of Cal State Fullerton’s wrestling 
program.   

 - My need to focus on loving the kids and 
reaching out to local high school coaches and 
college athletes. 

Risto Marttinen Great family, dream job, supportive 
atmosphere to work in 

 - Cal State Fullerton wrestling to stay alive. 

 - The strength to keep fundraising while 
coaching. 

CORONA   
Arlen Elvik  - Our principal came forward at church 

and gave his heart to the Lord.   

 - My girls’ volleyball team continues to 
play well and the girls are coming 
together. 

 - Our principal who gave his heart to the 
Lord. 

 - Andi Strange, who has cancer and is going 
through severe chemo treatment. 

 - My oldest daughter to make wise choices. 
Jack Krebs  - Family and friends are doing great. 

 - Our grandson, Matt, is home from Iraq 
for 15 days. 

 - My wife, Laura, who has a knee and an eye 
surgery this month. 

 - The Sparkman family, who is grieving the 
death of their son, Joe, who was 54 years-
old. 

Tim Sweeney  - For the love and support of my family 

 - Thank You, Lord, for the added 
business. 

 - Continued healing for Pat, who was in a 
motorcycle accident. 

 - Laura’s upcoming knee and eye surgery. 

 - Strength, courage, and trust for Michelle as 
she submits to her accountability team. 



 - Healing for Leila’s neck pain. 

 - Dick and Wanda’s health. 

 - Gary and Sandy to trust God completely. 

 - Conner to find refuge in the Lord and truth 
in His Word. 

Sam 
Hieronymus 

God’s provision  - SALVATION FOR MY SON, ANDREW. 

 - My son, Paul, to pass his test in Repertory 
Therapy class. 

Jim Butchko  - Praise for Uncle Bobby’s salvation 

 - Praise for God’s faithfulness, blessings, 
promises, and love 

 - SALVATION FOR FRIENDS, COACHES, 
FAMILY, AND ALL THE UNSAVED. 

 - Stacy’s health since having baby number 
five. 

 - Healing for Paul. 
E. San Gabriel Valley   
Manny 
Burciaga 

I have a wonderful mom and dad, a 
fiancée, and am blessed to have a job and 
to coach. 

 - All of our health. 

 - Us to find a house soon. 

 - Our good friends because of a death in the 
family. 

Ron Marquez   - My family. 

 - Me to take advantage of the opportunities I 
have with the troubled kids I teach. 

Steve Bogan Keeping me on track and encouraged  - The Lord to have His way with me, our 
staff, and our team. 

Barry Hepner God has kept my family together.  - My mom and dad. 

 - Me to be the best I can be in my new 
position at work.   

Kevin Smith He gives us strength in troubled times.  
I’m still learning to trust God in all 
situations. 

 - My daughter’s relationships. 

 - My work relationships. 
Chris Rix  - Encouragement 

 - Confirmation 

 - Challenges me 

 - My dad and his walk with the Lord. 

 - Coach Bogan and his staff and team. 

 - Coach Scotty K., who has a new position 
as head coach and teacher. 

Nelson Cook   - Me to be a good step-dad to my daughter, 
who has many problems. 

 - Jane Derry, who has an invasive, high 
grade cancer for which there is no cure. 

 - Paul Mokeski and his family.  He was 
offered the head basketball coach position for 
the Thailand Tigers.  Pray their townhouse 



will be renedt before they leave for Thailand. 

 - Victor S. and Poyer P. while they are in 
Samoa with their families who were affected 
by the tsunami. 

 - God’s comfort and peace for Jody 
McBrayer and his entire family.  Jody suffers 
from cardiomyopathy; and his wife contracted 
Lyme’s disease. 

CHINO HILLS   
Bill   - SALVATION FOR A WAITRESS AND FOR 

OUR PRINCIPAL AT SCHOOL. 

 - The Lord’s watch over a student. 
Bob For salvation and improved health of 

another coach 
 - My dad’s health. 

 - My brother’s work situation. 
Cesar  Me to be more committed to church. 
Charley  Peer leadership class at school. 
Derek For my wife’s recovery from knee surgery My sister, who lost her job. 
Jeff   - My friend’s health. 

 - My wife’s pregnancy. 
Ken Praise for a grandchild!  - A friend who has cancer. 

 - A friend who is going through a divorce. 

 - My daughter who is returning to work. 
Kevin  For the Lord to watch over kids and their 

families. 
Mike Praise for finding a small group Family communications. 
Scott My wife has a long-term sub job.  
Tom  My daughter and her husband’s business. 
HUNTINGTON BEACH   
Jim Morris  - For a great start to the school year 

 - For His financial provisions 

SALVATION FOR MY SON, NATHAN. 

Robert Marshall  - Good friends to share life, fellowship 
with, and to confide in 

 - Having a job 

 - Family staying healthy 

 - Dan Petrone and the Marina High School 
football team. 

 - My two boys to look to the Lord for 
guidance. 

 - Health for my family. 
Gary Buckels   - Healing for my wife Gina’s psoriasis.  A 

new shot has been developed.  Pray it will be 
helpful. 

 - Protection from the enemy for my 
daughters who are in public school, for FCA, 
and for Bible clubs. 

Dean 
Yoshiyama 

God continues to give me opportunities to 
minister.  The group of new 

Continued healing for Camryn, who is 
18months old, and has major head trauma.  



students/players whom I am responsible 
for are a blessing to me. 

She is in rehab and is showing signs of 
improvement. 

Paul Renfrow The Lord reassures me of His presence in 
my life.  He gives me good rest and His 
Word keeps me focused on Jesus and His 
peace. 

Vickie’s struggle against cancer. 

MURRIETA   
Tony Peralta  - Praise God for His church, Word, and 

never-ending grace. 

 - Praise Him for the gift of life, salvation, 
and family. 

 - Thank God for His teaching through the 
Book of Proverbs. 

 - Paul Frey, who is dealing with cancer and 
needs surgery.  Pray God will be with him 
and his family. 

 - The Bennigan family because Elaine 
passed away. 

 - Me to get a small glimpse into His wisdom 
through God’s Spirit. 

Bob Blechen My wife’s gall bladder surgery was 
successful. 

 - Healing for my wife’s complicated surgery. 

 - Corbit Kestley, football player, who lost his 
mother in a traffic accident. 

 - Kathy S., who is suffering from cancer. 

 - New faces to join our COIN Fellowship. 

 - The search in finding a new pastor for our 
church. 

AZUSA PACIFIC UNIV.   
Brian Willmer God has blesses my wife and me with 

twins! 
 - A healthy pregnancy for my wife. 

 - Our two daughters, who are adjusting to a 
new school. 

Jim Alcale God’s Word gives me the hope and 
assurance that He will see me through the 
rough times. 

 - Purpose and ministry in my work. 

 - Responsibility for my boys and their school 
work. 

 - Safety for my wife, who is traveling 
overseas. 

Jim Milhon  - Praise the Lord for 51 years of marriage, 
children, and grandchildren. 

 - For my health 

 - Looking forward to a great year 

 - My grandson, who is at University of Santa 
Barbara. 

 - My knee surgery. 

PASADENA   
Tim Tucker I have recommitted myself to my church.  I 

am going to Bible studies and taking my 
group home kids to Bible study.  I am 
seeing God’s work in my life and in their 
lives. 

Pasadena High School athletes, student 
services, and administration. 

Gamal Smalley New coaching job at John Muir High 
School 

 - Healing for my wife. 

 - Our team and their behavior issues. 



Rick Caragher God provides and He his faithful. My mother-in-law, who has been very sick.  
She and a professional nurse will be moving 
in with my family. 

Garrett Ohara  - Praise for God’s providence and a 
secure job 

 - Great summer with family 

 Improved communication in my marriage; 
and pray for me to be selfless toward my 
wife. 

Todd Terzian  - I am thankful for hard working and nice 
kids in my classes. 

 - I’m thankful for my school principal 
taking one hour to meet with me in the 
summer to discuss problems in athletics in 
general at school and how to address 
them. 

My school where I coach.  They are 
struggling with direction of interscholastic 
athletics and its place in the overall scheme 
of things in this era of limited budgets, 
changing demographics and values, etc. 

Scott Thacker  - Successful recent team event  - Job search in Orange County and San 
Diego. 

 - Younger brother’s success as he begins his 
first year in college. 

 - Wise decisions involving a few under- 
performing/poor attitude athletes.  

George Terzian Praise God for my wife, Danita, who has 
been a great support to me for over 50 
years. 

 My daughter and son-in-law because they 
have gotten rid of their television.  Pray this 
will bring more harmony and peace to their 
family.   

PLACENTIA   
Steve Barber He gets us through times when we have 

nothing left to give. 
 - SALVATION FOR FRIENDS WHO ARE 
NOT SAVED. 

 - Family to stay healthy. 

 - The soccer captains to be good leaders. 

 - Soccer tryouts to go smoothly. 

 - Me to have a caring heart toward people. 

 - Organizational skills with everything. 
Wayne Carlson  - The school year has started off well. 

 - Mom’s health continues to be good. 

 - I started going to El Dorado’s teachers 
Bible study at lunch on Thursday. 

 - My wife, Laura, as she adjusts to teaching 
kindergarten this year. 

 - My sons to make proper decisions for their 
life. 

John Cyrus  - We are starting a FCA group at El 
Dorado and the kids are excited. 

 - God is giving me peace about life in this 
moment of time.  My small group prayed 
for me and I could feel God’s presence. 

 - God’s guidance as we start the FCA group. 

 - My daughters, Jessica and Brianne, to 
keep walking with the Lord at college. 

 - My mother, whose teeth need a lot of work 
done to them. 



 - Patience while I wait for some medical 
tests. 

Rod Turner  - My son’s high school freshman year is 
going well. 

 - I am learning to show and act like God’s 
servant. 

 - The friendships my son is building on his 
team and at school. 

 - My buddy who is looking for a job.  And 
pray for direction with his family. 

 - My mom, who is dealing with a blended 
family. 

 - Larry’s dad, who is battling brain cancer. 
Dane Ilertsen Thank you for a great God who has the 

power to change lives. 
 

Robb Perrance  - Praise God for His creation. 

 - Praise God for my wife and family. 

 - Praise God for the truth of His Word, His 
forgiveness, and the comfort He gives 
through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 

 - My walk to be reflective of the hope the 
Lord Jesus has placed within me. 

 - My leadership to be in tune with the Lord’s 
lead in my life. 

 - Me to see where God is at work around me 
and to join Him there. 

 - My relationship with the staff and 
administrators to be salt and light. 

 - My principal’s health.  
MISSION VIEJO   
Mat Orndorff  - My wife and I had our third child six 

months ago. 

 - We have found a home church at Coast 
Bible Church. 

 - My family to adjust to the change in 
schedule as the season/school year starts. 

 - Me to demonstrate the love of Christ to my 
students and athletes this year. 

Ryan 
Curammeng 

 - School year has started great. 

 - Thank You for my family.  What a 
blessing they are to me! 

 - Quick healing for my friend who broke his 
foot. 

 - Home schooling to go smoothly for my wife 
and oldest daughter. 

 - The CVCS Retreat to be a blessing for the 
school and to honor God. 

 - A safe trip to Columbus, Ohio, for our 
church conference. 

 - CVCS enrollment to increase. 
Jack Iverson For the witness of Christian football 

player, Colt McCoy, on television 
A great start for all of the COIN Fellowships. 

Ken Nipp God opened the door for a new coaching 
opportunity with current employer’s 
acceptance of this opportunity. 

Me as I am the new basketball coach for the 
school.  Pray for the team’s acceptance of me 
and for assembling of a new team. 

Aaron Meschuk  - Family, move to a new home, work, and 
health 

 - SALVATION FOR MY ATHLETES.  



 - My wife’s pregnancy. 

 - My son. 

 - Athletes who are injured. 
Chris Fore  - Praise God!  Yesterday, we had one of 

the best high school chapels in recent 
memory. 

 - God is merciful and loving. 

 - God’s leadership within our football team, 
both players and coaches. 

 - The Lord’s direction for my wife and me 
about having another baby or not. 

CJ Del Balso  - I thank God for my position at CVCS 
and for the opportunity to positively impact 
so many young people. 

 - Our football team is a great group of 
kids who continue to glorify God with their 
daily effort and attitude. 

 - SALVATION FOR MY GRANDMOTHER. 

 - Health and safety for each one of our 
football players. 

 - Financial blessings for CVCS. 

Bruce Sanborn God is great!  He is your life!  - Guidance for Tracy and Brianne.  Pray they 
will know soon what decisions to make. 

 - Dianne and me to find the right doctors for 
our daughter Erin.  Pray we find the right 
adult education for her. 

CHINO VALLEY   
Len Fakkema For the opportunity to find an on-line 

school for my master’s degree 
 - Me to be a witness to the public school 
teams we run against. 

 - Safety for our trip to Nebraska next week 
for our son’s wedding. 

 - Me to maintain a servant hood attitude 
while coaching.   

Bob  My son Brian’s marriage. 
Jon Praise for the team bonding.  - The stress of purchasing a home, coaching, 

and a new grading system, because it is 
overwhelming at times. 

 - Our runners to do well at the league meet. 
Laing Stevens  - The Lord has been so good to our 

family.  He as watched over the birth and 
the first two months of life for our son’s 
triplets. 

 - I’m praising the Lord for all the Christian 
coaches out there who are walking worthy 
of their calling. 

 - My ministry to this year’s unique football 
team.  Pray I keep focused on each individual 
player as a soul whom God cares about. 

 - The planning, preparation, and organization 
of a Christian coaches’ conference to be held 
at Ontario Christian High School in March 
2010. 

      
 

 

 

 



 

 

COACHING NUGGETS 

 Encourage no matter what the circumstance.  Len Fakkema, Chino Valley. 

 Your athletes don’t care how much you know

 Always end positively.  Lee Brown, Cal State Fullerton 

 until they know how much you care.  Dane Ilertsen, 
Placentia 

 Many players think that coaches can do no wrong.  Let’s make our best effort to meet their 
expectations.  Chris Rix, West Covina 

 

 VARSITY BASEBALL COACH for the Spring and JV BOYS’ AND GIRLS’ BASKETBALL COACHES 
needed at Spirit Academy, Tustin, CA.  Contact John Simons, Athletic Director, at 

BULLETIN BOARD 

athletics@spiritacademy.org. 

 

  

Coaches’ Wives Study Huddle, THIS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2009. 

Coaches' Wives all across the country are excited about The Coach's Wife Study Guide and many are meeting weekly! 
 
Starting this SUNDAY, October 25th, join Author Julie Brawner and other wives who will be blogging on Sunday 
evenings at TheCoachsWife.com.  
 
Look under the tab of Our Huddle for "Sunday Study Huddle". 
 
Get Your Copy Today (Below)! We can send it first class the same day, and you will be ready. Invite your friends to 
join! Perhaps you've been waiting to get your copy- it's not too late, you still can!   

  

The Coach's Wife + Study Guide (COMBO) 

 
The Coach's Wife by Carolyn Allen got it started. You laughed, cried, and said, "That's my life!" Now, add to it, and go 
deeper to find Truth, Peace, and Friendships with The Coach's Wife Study Guide. Truth- We all yearn to learn. What 
does the Bible say? Peace- Comfort is found in knowing we are not alone. Friendships- We need each other!  
 
"This study addresses the unique challenges of coaches' wives as they support and encorage their husbands..." - Micki 
Maris, MA (BS), bible.org Women's Ministry volunteer and Bible study leader 

The Coach's Wife - Book                  The Coach's Wife - Study Guide 
List Price: $12.99                                              List Price: $9.99 

S & H: $3.00                                                       S & H: $3.00 
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